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Characteristics of the ERC I

“Frontier Research”: Avoiding the distinction between 
Basic and Applied Sciences

Science and Technology

Traditional Disciplines

“Bottom-Up”: No predetermined thematic or policy-driven 
priorities

Impact: Projects of ground breaking and visionary
nature at the frontiers of science, scholarship and 
engineering

Between high risk & high gain 

Interdisciplinarity: All research fields

Pure basic 
research

(Bohr)

Use-inspired 
basic research

(Pasteur)

Pure applied 
research

(Edison)

Relevance for immediate applications
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Characteristics of the ERC II 

Scientific excellence as sole criterion for project selection

Emphasis on the individual: “Principal Investigator” (PI) + 
Individual Team 
• Overall project management by PI
• No trans-national partnerships or consortia needed 
• Team composition based on scientific added value only

Aim I: Improving career opportunities and independence for 
young, aspiring & already established researchers 

Aim II: Increase competition, recognition and international 
visibility – for excellent individual 
scientists and scholars in Europe

Funding Schemes & Budget



Two streams of activity

Activities: Two complementary funding schemes

1. ERC Starting Independent Researcher 
Grant scheme

ERC Starting Grant (StG): attract & retain the next 
generation of independent research leaders

2. ERC Advanced Investigator Researcher 
Grant scheme

ERC Advanced Grant (AdG): attract & reward 
established independent research leaders 

Deadlines and Domaines

1. ERC Starting Independent Researcher Grant 
scheme

Next deadlines: 

Physical Sciences & Engineering (PE) - 28 October 2009  

Life Sciences (LS) -18 November 2009 

Social Sciences & Humanities (SH) - 09 December 2009 

2. ERC Advanced Investigator Researcher Grant 
scheme

Next deadlines: Spring 2010



Budget and Project volume

Advanced Grants

Budget 2nd Call: 590,1 Mio €
Budget: 100.000 – 500.000 €/ year
Time: up to 5 years

Max Budget: 2,5 Mio €
In exceptional cases: 3,5 Mio €

Starting Grants

Budget 2nd Call: 528,2 Mio €
Budget: 100.000 – 400.000 €/ year
Time: up to 5 years
Max Budget: 1,5 Mio € (2,0 for 3rd Country PI)

ERC Starting Grant Call
Overview

The ERC Starting Grant call will be published End of July 
2009 (http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm)

Domains Budget

Physical Sciences & Engineering (PE) 39%

Social Sciences & Humanities (SH)  14%

Life Sciences (LS) 34%

The remaining 13% maximum is allocated to the 
Interdisciplinary Research Domain (cross-domain & cross 
panel)



ERC Calls and Budget 2007-
2011 - Prospective Schedule

Budget (2007-2013) : € 7.51 bn
(around 15% of FP7 budget) 

Who can apply?



Who can participate?Who can participate?

Principal Investigator
Each Nationality
Host Institution in:
• 27 EU Member State 
• Associated Countries (e.g. NO, IS, CH, IL, etc.)

Member of Research Team
Each Nationality
Institution in: 
• 27 EU Member State
• Associated Countries (NO, IS, CH, IL),

incl. candidate countries
• Third Countries

Important difference to FP7:
An ERC-Team is no consortium! 
You don’t have “partners”
Third Countries CAN be financed!

Profile of the Principle 
Investigator (PI)

Any nationality or age
Any current place of work – but: working or moving to 
work in Europe (EU member state, Associated Country)
2-10 years of experience after PhD - certain types of 
career breaks are accepted up to a maximum of 14 ½
years
New: 2-6 Starters and 6-10 Consolidators
Potential for research independence and evidence of 
maturity
• at least one important publication without participation of PhD 

supervisor
• Track-record of early research achievements appropriate to their 

research field and career stage



Profile of successful projects

Important elements of project descriptions
Groundbreaking Nature of Research
Frontier Research: new & visionary
Impact on research field / society 
State of the Art vs Knowledge Gaps
Risks / Challenges
Interdisciplinarity
Comprehensibility

Successful German Starting Grantees

www.nks-erc.de



„Funded Projects“ auf den Seiten des ERC:

http://erc.europa.eu

„Find a Project“ on CORDIS:

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/projects_en.html

Specific
programme

Activity

Host 
Institution-
Country



Proposal Structure & 
Evaluation

Proposal content and 
submission

ERC Starting Grant proposal

PART A – online forms

A1 Proposal and PI info
A2 Host institution info
A3 Budget

PART B1 – submitted as .pdf

Section 1 Track Record of PI
Scientific Leadership Potential 2 p.
CV (including “funding ID”)    2 p.
Early achievements track record 2 p.
Extended synopsis 5 p.

PART B2 – submitted as .pdf

Section 2 Scientific proposal 15 p.

Section 3 Research Environment 2 p.

Annexes – submitted as .pdf

Statement of support by host
PhD certificate (incl. supporting

documents to extend the 
eligibility window) 



Documents to be uploaded

PART B & Annexes 

There are 4 mandatory uploads: B1, B2, PhD documentation and the 
HI Letter of support 

New: 1 Ethical Issues Annex if there is a “YES” in any field of the 
ethical issues table. 

Templates are provided on www.nks-erc.de and EPSS.

Important: use the provided templates or your proposal risks being 
declared ineligible 

If applicable: Documentation concerning career breaks

Proposal evaluation: details of 
step-1 and 2

Step 2 and onward

Evaluation
- Indiv. assessments
- Interviews (StG only)
- PANEL MEETINGS

Section 1

Section 2

Section 3

Step 1

Evaluation
- Indiv. Assessments
- PANEL MEETINGS

Section 1

Section 2

Section 3

Submission
via EPSS

+ Annexes

Eligibility Check

Section 1

Section 2

Section 3

Proposal - B Proposal – B1+B2Proposal – B1

2,5:1



1. Excellence of the PI (0-4 Points)
• Quality of research, Track Record
• Intellectual capabilities & creativity to go beyond the state of the

art

2. Excellence of the Project (0-4 Points)
• Ground-breaking nature of the research
• Potential impact
• Methodology
• High gain/ high risk

3. Excellence of the Host Institution (pass/fail)
• Guaranteeing scientific autonomy
• Infrastructure & intellectual & financial support
• Participation of external team members

Evaluation Criteria

Evaluation Methodology

25 Panels in 3 Domains 

1 Panel chair + 12 to 15 panel members

Referees and panels evaluate and score criteria 1 and 2 numerically, 
which will result in the ranking of the proposals

Criteria 3 will be considered (step 2) on a "pass/fail" basis and 
commented but not scored

Step 2 of the evaluation: Interviews and up to 5 remote referees

New: Possibility to name 1 panel member to be 
excluded from Evaluation 



Submission & Reapplication 
rules

Only one ERC Grant per investigator may be active at any time

Only one eligible application to ERC per year 

PIs submitting an eligible application and failing quality threshold(s) in 
the first step of evaluation will not be permitted to apply to the next 
ERC Starting Grant Call

Successful Starting Grantees may apply for an Advanced Grant within 
the last two years of the Grant to allow uninterrupted funding

Important: Reapplication Rules for applicants of StG/AdG 2009 
still apply

How to apply? Via How to apply? Via 
www.cordis.luwww.cordis.lu and EPSSand EPSS



Redress Starting Grant 2007

15 re-evaluated (6.1%)
1 case passed to stage 2

none re-evaluated
none granted

scientific judgement

150 24

eligibility
449

answer to reviewers

9

factual errors

26

sending missing parts

12

246 / 9167 (2.7%) 28 / 559 (5%)

Stage 1 Stage 2

Grant Agreement & Costs



ERC Grant Agreement

(“Beneficiary”) Agreement between ERC and PI’s host 
institution

Rights/obligations on scientific, financial, ethical conduct and
monitoring, eligible costs, IPR, modifications, grant portability

Supplementary Agreement between PI and host 
institution

Rights/obligations: administration, project execution, IPR

Accession forms for external team members
In general: PI and members from same organisation
Additional institutions can participate if scientific added value is 
proven

Portability

Transfer of the Grant to another host
institution possible

Normally after minimum of 2 years at the initial
host institution

Proper justification and approval by the
ERC needed

Quote: „Portability is my nuclear weapon“



Reimbursement of Costs

Up to 100% funding of the direct eligible
costs plus 20% indirect costs

Distinction between eligible and non-eligible
costs
• Non eligible costs
• Any identifiable indirect taxes
• Interest owed
• Exchange losses
• Etc.

Reimbursement of Costs

Direct costs (resulting directly from the
project – Research, Management, 
Training… and excluding subcontracting)
• Personnel costs

• Equipment costs

• Travel and subsistence costs

• Consumables

• Publication costs

• Etc.



Reimbursement of Costs

20% for Indirect cost
• Administration & Management

• Rent, standard equipment, electricity

• Maintenance, Insurance costs

• Etc.

Flexible budget administration after
receiving grant

Budget calculation

Total costs of project vs Requested Grant                        1,5 Mio

Host Institution

Other non eligible costs

Subcontracting Costs (no overhead)

250.000 €Indirect Costs (max. 20% of Direct costs)

Administration, equipment, rent, heating etc.

450.000 €Other Direct Costs

Equipment, Consumables, Travel, Publications

800.000 €Direct Costs (Personnel)

PI, Senior Staff, Post Docs, Students

Total (Y1-5)Cost Category



Payment & Reporting

Prefinancing at the beginning
of the project

Mid-term und final scientific
report
• Progress, Results, 

Publications

Financial Report:
• Periodic financial

management report
• For EC Funding equal or

more than 375.000 € an 
audit certificate is required

ERC Starting Grant 2009 
Outcome: Indicative statistics

ERC/JH 09.2009

Reproduction is authorised provided 
the source “ERC” is acknowledged
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ERC Starting & Advanced grant calls 2007, 2008 & 
2009
Submitted proposals by domain

Number of proposals Proposals by domain

37,1% 37,0% 35,3% 32,1%

48,1% 44,4% 46,0%
46,7%

14,9% 18,5% 18,6% 21,2%
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ERC Starting Grant: 2007 & 2009 calls 
Submission by domain & call
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ERC Starting Grant: 2007 & 2009 calls 
Top 237 projects by domain & call
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ERC Starting Grant: 2009 call
Submitted and selected proposals by domain

Life Sciences

Physical Sciences & 
Engineering

Social Sciences & 
Humanities

927 (37 %)

1112 (44 %)

464 (19 %)

80 (34 %)

107 (45 %)

50 (21 %)

Submitted 
proposals

Selected
proposals

Total = 2503 Total = 237

ERA

4

56

1

5

ERC ERC StartingStarting Grant Grant 20092009
Submissions from researchers with a residence outside of ERA 

3 1

1

1

1

1

1



Armenia

2

Argentinia

2

Australia 

7

Bangladesh

1

Canada

3

Cuba

1

Chile

1

Brasil 

7

Algeria

1

Belarus 1

Egypt

1 India

14

Japan 6
Lebano 1

Korea 

3

Sri Lanka

2

Mexico 

2

Malaysia 

2

New Zealand

2

Peru 

1

Russia

30

Singapore

1

Taiwan 2Iran 1

USA 

31

Ukraine 8

Uruguay  1

Viet Nam

1

South Africa

2

ERC ERC StartingStarting Grant Grant 20092009
Submissions from nationals of third countries

China

14

Source: StG-09: 2503 submitted proposals 

Moldova2
Kazakhistan 1

Source: StG-09: 2503, 17.12.2008

StG 2009
Submitted proposals

by country of 
host institution 
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ERC Starting Grant: 2009 call
Grantees by country of host institution & domain
Source: top 237 proposals
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Submitted proposals by panel & gender
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ERC Starting Grant: 2009 call 
Grantees by panel & gender
Source: top 237 proposals

Overall: 23% women

List of panel accronyms: see Annex I
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Overall: 23% women

Important Documents and 
Websides



Important Documents

IMPORTANT: Always use the latest versions!

Other useful documents

Guide for Grant Holders I und II
Guide for Peer Reviewers
“The Path to ERC-Grants”
NKS-ERC Interview-Guide
EPSS-Guide

IMPORTANT: Always use the latest versions!



www.nks-erc.de

The National Contact Point ERC Germany:

FAQ-Section: „Schon gewusst?



Applicants ServicesApplicants Services
Information and helpdesks

ERC News Alert
http://erc.europa.eu/newsalert

ERC National Contact Points
inform, raise awareness and provide advice on ERC funding opportunities, 
application, follow-up 
http://erc.europa.eu/ncp

ERC helpdesk
http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?lg=en&pg=enquiries

EPSS helpdesk
technical support on electronic proposal submission
https://www.epss-fp7.org/epss/helpdesk.jsp



Thank you for your
attention!


